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	 About Skylights 		

	
Locations
The most popular areas for skylights are kitchens and bathrooms.  Modern skylights from VELUX open and close (and have sensors to close them automatically in case of rain) and can be utilized as much for fresh air as for natural light. Those two areas make excellent use of both features and, in the case of bathrooms and bedrooms, provide privacy while admitting light.

Family living spaces, including dens, are also popular locations. Vaulted/Cathedral ceilings are often home to the dramatic effect of skylights.  But an equally dramatic and room-changing installation can be accomplished by adding skylights to the typical flat ceiling.  In any location, they add not only functionality but also drama and visual appeal while opening up a space and making it appear larger.

Skylights, as well as roof windows (basically skylights that are in-reach and operated by hand) are very popular in attics, bonus rooms and spaces above garages that lack sufficient vertical wall area for traditional windows.  

Roof windows open wider than skylights and provide emergency egress as well as light and ventilation.  Models available from VELUX included top-hinged (GPU), center-pivot (GGU), and a side-hinged roof access window (GXU). 

There is also a double-sash model, the VELUX CABRIO™ balcony roof window (GDL), which opens with the top sash swinging out away from the roofline and the bottom sash opening and extending, forming what is basically a balcony on the roof.  This model can replace traditional dormers (at a lower cost) to provide light, ventilation and egress in addition to providing a totally different look and functionality.  Screens and blinds are available for all roof windows.

Types and Technology
Skylights are available as fixed units, as manual fresh air units (operated by control rods), as electric fresh air hard-wired units (operated by remote control) or as the latest no leak solar powered fresh air skylights (also operated by remote control).

VELUX skylights are ENERGY STAR®-qualified with various types of glazing choices incorporating argon gas-filled double-pane construction for energy efficiency and sound reduction.  Glazing and construction options are available for a variety of weather or geographic considerations including impact resistant models for high wind areas.

VELUX recommends, and most building codes require, laminated glass for out-of- reach applications. “Clean, Quiet & Safe” glass from VELUX, with Neat® coating, meets these requirements.



Tubular Skylights
Tubular models, such as VELUX SUN TUNNEL™ Skylights, are very useful for bringing in natural light and can also provide light 24/7 with an optional light kit.  These units are usually less expensive than traditional skylights and can be easily installed by an experienced DIYer in a weekend morning if a professional installation is not available or desired.  

SUN TUNNEL™ Skylights can be used to light large spaces but many are used in smaller areas including hallways, closets, interior baths, and in laundry rooms where natural light is great for sorting and matching clothes from the washer/dryer.  The units consist, basically, of a rooftop dome (or low-profile flat glass model), a highly reflective tube running from the roof to the ceiling of the area to be illuminated, and a ceiling diffuser.  Different tube length runs are possible and, while rigid tubing usually used, highly reflective flexible tubing is also available from VELUX for easier installation around obstacles such as HVAC equipment in the attic.

Skylights Address Indoor Air Quality Issues
Modern skylights have many features that were not available just a few years ago.  In addition to providing passive ventilation along with natural light, VELUX units offer a no leak warranty that addresses one of the major concerns about skylight in the past.  Today’s skylights are designed and manufactured to be the equal of, and in many cases to surpass, the specifications of top-rated vertical windows in energy efficiency ratings and other benchmark comparisons.  Skylights in combination with vertical windows do a particularly efficient job of moving fresh air through a home due to the natural chimney, or “stack” effect, of open skylights at the ceiling level.  Studies by Group14 Engineering (available from VELUX upon request) show that skylights and windows, used together, are more efficient at daylighting a space than when either is used alone and that adding venting skylights will result in energy cost savings compared to a home without skylights.

Accessories 
VELUX also offers a broad range of accessories for its skylights to improve performance and energy efficiency while making a décor and decorating statement.  Blinds in colors and patterns are available as are remote control units that operate both the skylights and blinds.  Available manual, electric, and solar powered blind types include:  blackout blinds that block 98 percent of the light and improve the skylight energy performance rating by 45 percent, translucent blinds that filter the light and improve the skylight energy performance rating by 39 percent, and Venetian blinds that adjust the light and improve the skylight energy performance rating by 34 percent.  The line also includes single- and double-pleated blinds for even more energy efficiency.

Green Products Tax Credits
No leak solar powered fresh air skylights and solar powered blinds, as well as the installation costs, are eligible for a 30 percent Federal tax credit with homeowners receiving an average of $850 of Federal tax credit eligibility. 
					#   #   #

VELUX is the world leader in skylights and roof windows and is one of the strongest brands in the global building materials sector.  VELUX America products are available nationwide through home centers, building material suppliers, lumberyards, and independent door, window, or roofing retailers.  Consumers can locate local suppliers and installers, and access information on skylight selection and the benefits of bringing more natural light and fresh air into the home by visiting www.veluxusa.com or www.whyskylights.com. 

Follow VELUX on Social Media
YouTube http://www.youtube.com/veluxusa  Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VELUXAmerica
Twitter https://twitter.com/VELUXAmerica  Pinterest http://www.pinterest.com/veluxamerica/
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